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Global Rice Market: A Thin Market

Global rice trade is about 48 mil. ton or 9.84% of global rice 
production in 2016/17



Asia : The Largest Rice Consumption and 
Production

 Asia shares 85% of Global Rice Consumption and 89% of global rice production. 

Asia is the Rice supply surplus region 
but China is the largest rice import

Africa and Middle East are the rice 
supply deficit region
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The World Rice Stock

Source: V. Subramanian, The World Rice Trade Conference 2017, The Rice Trader

 Ending world rice stock was 136.8 mil. Ton % in 2017. 
China was the largest rice stock holding or about 65.7 and the 
second was India (14%)



The important countries are India, Thailand, Vietnam and Pakistan.
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Key Rice Export Countries

Major rice export countries mostly in Asia.

Source: Data from Grain: World Market and Trade, USDA, April 2018



More Dispersing Rice Importers

In 2017, the largest rice import country was china; the second is Nigeria.

In Asia, important import countries are China, Indonesia, Philippines,  and 
Malaysia.
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Africa, Middle-east, and Asia are among the important rice import regions.



Understanding the Market by Types of Rice Trade

Rice Market can be disaggregated into 6 major types

Market size by types of rice

Aromatic rice app. 4.5 mil. ton

Parboiled rice app. 7 mil. ton

Glutinous rice  app. 1.5 mil. ton

Basmati rice app. 4.5 mil.ton

Japonica rice app. 2.5 mil. ton

White milled rice and broken rice  
app. 27-28 mil. ton
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Trends of Rice Price
Since the end of 2017 global rice price is upward trends 
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India shares 75.77% of Parboiled rice market.
Africa is the leading destination for parboiled rice export.

Key Exporters of Parboiled Rice

Source: Data from the Rice Trader  
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High Quality Rice in the Global Trade
Aromatic rice and Basmati rice are among high premium quality over the 
others white rice. Thailand is the leading exporter of aromatic rice.

Source: Thailand data from Thai rice exporter association; Vietnam data from Pham Quang Dieu (2017) Vietnam Rice 
market in 2017, the Rice Trader
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High Quality Rice in the Global Trade(Cont.)
Basmati rice is mostly produced in South Asia; India and Pakistan.

Basmati market  about 4.5 million ton. Average FAO Pakistan Basmati 
in 2017 about 1,131 US$/ton.

Indian Basmati rice export in 2016 about 3.88 millin ton. Mostly to 
Middle-East. 



2. Thailand in the Global Rice Trade
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Market share of Thai Rice in the Global Trade
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 White rice is very competitive in the global trade. Thailand has the market 
share second after India during the past few years. 

Thailand is the leader for aromatic rice export. But, India is the leader for 
basmati and parboiled rice export.



Destination Regions for Thai Rice trade

 The Thai Rice export was 11.62 Mil. Ton in 2017.

 Africa region is among the largest destination 
of Thai rice export.

16

Source:  Calculated from Custom Department’s Data



Facig High Competition on White Rice Export
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 Majority of  Thailand rice export are  white rice  (5 .05 million ton in 
aggregation. This has low price due to high competition with the low cost 
countries, such as India, Vietnam and Myanmar

Parboiled rice is the second or 3.4 mil.ton. The strong competitor is India.

Source: Calculated from Custom Department Data

white rice
100% white rice 5% other white

rice KDML  rice Hoam Pratum Parboiled rice glutious rice Others

2013 577,014 966,138 1,455,466 1,847,200 50,610 1,691,400 287,392 94,857
2014 674,053 2,601,000 2,066,812 1,869,600 161,071 3,262,600 334,084 115
2015 556,148 3,002,094 1,543,746 1,987,214 124,401 2,317,608 264,432 120
2016 508,998 2,807,514 1,589,237 2,364,732 131,694 2,143,612 337,493 10
2017 801,847 1,913,403 2,332,612 2,288,544 378,687 3,373,184 514,549 24,671
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The aromatic rice export about 2.67 million ton (KDML  shares 87%)
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Thailand Facing with Declining Competitive 
Strength in the Global Rice Trade

A premium price of Thai rice over competitors are declining. A strength 
of Thai rice in international rice trade is declining.



3. Future Challenges of  Thailand Rice 
Economy
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 Encountering with farm labor shortage and high wage rate, 
including aging farmers.

 Losing competitive strength in the global rice trade due to a   
high unit of production cost and a pressing from low cost  
countries;

 Less efficient in farming due to small farm and still 
using traditional practice in managing the farm;

 Produce  too much low quality rice with high competition 
in the export market but low income to farmers;
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Problems Encountering with Traditional Platform 
of Thailand Rice Economy



More diversity of value added innovative products along the food and 
non-food value chain;

Focusing on value- based and innovation- driving the country rice economy 
and escalating investment in R&D for upgrading the rice value chain toward 
strong improvements on high quality premium value rice;
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Adjusting Platform Towards New Rice Economy
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Promoting farm field consolidation for upgrading community rice supply 
chain 

Adopted labor saving technology for maintained a competitiveness of 
Thai rice in the world market;
More integrated rice farming with other farming and non-farming 
activities for added benefit to HH. 

Adjusting Platform Towards New Rice Economy(cont.)



Thank You
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